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 1 

Present Members:  Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Jenny Garneau, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, 2 

Joseph Zieff 3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM, by Jenny Garneau, Chairman, in the Nantucket High School 5 

Cafeteria.  Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Melissa Murphy, seconded, and it was 6 

approved unanimously. 7 

 8 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 9 
A motion was made, seconded and approved, to adjust the order of presentations as posted on the agenda to 10 

have Catherine Kelly present the Red Ribbon Week events first. 11 

 12 

Red Ribbon Week Wrap-Up – Catherine Kelly, Drug Free Community Coalition Coordinator 13 
Ms. Kelly introduced herself and thanked Jenny Garneau for bringing her back to Nantucket in her new 14 

capacity. Ms. Kelly gave a brief overview of the events that took place for Red Ribbon Week – so many 15 

students were involved in various activities: making and distributing bags that held trinkets and grab bag 16 

items for RRW, attending Improv Boston’s workshops, creating the Human Red Ribbon, attending the 17 

movie at the Dreamland, and joining the pizza/skate party.  Ms. Kelly acknowledged Principal Kim 18 

Kubisch, Deb Davis and Michelle Olson for their leadership roles.  Melissa Murphy was very thankful for 19 

all the options made available to the children during the week 20 

 21 

School Presentation- NES- “Nightwatch” Overnight at the Whaling Museum – Principal Kimberly 22 

Kubisch, Students Christian Mack, Waverly Brannigan & Maddie Iller 23 
Principal Kubisch reported on the overnight experience at the Whaling Museum for some of the 4

th
 grade 24 

(others will go in a week). She shared snapshots of forty-one students and fifteen adults, who “signed on” 25 

to a whaling voyage and competed to be the most successful Nantucket whalers of the evening.  They were 26 

active participants on a whale watch and on a whale hunt, map charting, traveling to the Azores and 27 

Hawaii, taking on roles of shipmates, harpooners and Captains, eating new foods, listening to King 28 

Neptune test them on what they learned. The students made journals which were referred to as ‘cruise 29 

handbooks’, they were exposed to Nantucket History while at the same time adhering to the Common Core 30 

Standards and covering the Arts, Social Studies, ELA, Math, Mapskills, Reading, Writing and Nutrition.  31 

All of this was due to the amazing collaboration between Nantucket Historical Association and NPS.   The 32 

evening was well-structured, the students were deeply a part of the programming, and Mrs. Kubisch (who 33 

also stayed overnight) reported that “Everyone was amazing!”   34 

 35 

Nantucket Historical Association – Marjan Shirzad and Claire White, NHA Staff 36 
Superintendent Cozort introduced Ms. Shirzad and Ms. White and thanked them for their outstanding 37 

outreach into the schools.  He also praised Dr. Bill Tramposch, Executive Director of the NHA, for his 38 

tremendous efforts in reaching out to NPS and noted that the benefits of this collaboration for public 39 

education is extensive and exciting.  Ms. White reported on the many collaborations that NPS and NHA 40 

have initiated, starting with Museum in My School.   NES has been introduced to Nantucket history and 41 

artifacts through museum collections and, in addition, NES has been able to produce their own projects to 42 

become their own mini-museum.  Ms. White is working with one specific grade level each month, studying 43 

different topics and creating different projects.  They also noted the collaborations with the high school, i.e. 44 

the Nantucket History course.  Although the social studies curriculum in the middle school does  45 

 46 
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 47 

not tend to cover US History, the NHA does hope to target the middle school next and develop some 48 

partnerships that can serve the students and staff.  Tim Lepore added that the collaboration is working so 49 

well because the amount of information available is so profound and he commended the partnership.  Ms. 50 

White stated she feels the NHA is a community institution and Ms. Shirzad said that not only has this been 51 

a fun project, but mission driven as well.   52 

 53 

Teen Center – Superintendent W. Michael Cozort 54 
Superintendent Cozort noted the Teen Center stopped operating this summer and representatives from 55 

many organizations that serve our teens have been in discussion on how to use the space more efficiently, 56 

how can we best serve the teens and perhaps how we might re-organize it into a Community Center that 57 

serves more people. This would dovetail with the school district’s need for space in the middle and high 58 

school and possibly focus to teens better than ever.  Caitlin Waddington & Stacey Williams, Nantucket 59 

Community School, have written and applied for a $50,000 United Way Grant for the development of teen 60 

activities.  Superintendent Cozort wanted the School Committee to be kept abreast of the ideas and will 61 

continue the conversations as opportunity and ideas arise.  He did want to make special note that just 62 

because the Teen Center is not open, our community still serves teens in so many other ways with activities 63 

provided at a number of sites around the island. 64 

 65 

Comments from the Public 66 
NES Associate Principal Michael Horton made mention of a child who was reluctant to go on the 67 

Nightwatch.  The young student decided to join the 4
th

 grade, but with hesitancy.  Eventually this youngster 68 

morphed into the evening so well, that he became one of the “stars” of the evening, not only staying 69 

overnight, but wondering how soon until he could return.   70 

 71 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 72 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Robin Harvey.  73 

The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 74 

 75 
A motion to approve the minutes of October 16, 2012, was made by Tim Lepore, and seconded by Robin 76 

Harvey and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 77 

 78 

A vote request to authorize the gift check and acceptance from Target – “Take Charge of Education” in the 79 

amount of $43.08 was made Tim Lepore, seconded by Melissa Murphy, and the motion was approved 80 

unanimously. 81 

 82 

A request was made by Kimberly Kubisch on behalf of the 5
th

 grade, to approve an overnight field trip to 83 

Nature’s Classroom.  The trip is held annually in June for NES 5
th

 graders and teachers.   A motion to 84 

approve the field trip was made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Jenn Iller and approved by a vote of the 85 

committee. 86 

 87 

Superintendent’s Report 88 
Enrollment - Superintendent Cozort supplied the Enrollment numbers as of November 1, 2012.  He noted 89 

the overall number of students has not changed, but there have been some slight shifts at various grade 90 

levels.  We continue to watch the numbers carefully with concern for space issues and in order to project 91 

for next year’s budget.  He shared that he, each Principal, along with new Facilities Director, Barry  92 

Dulong, have gone on walkabouts to determine space availability and opportunities.  93 
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Horizon 95 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting on November 20, 2012 which will 96 

include: Curriculum – ELL Update, Preliminary Budget Forecast, Budget Development, Literacy Plan and 97 

a first draft of the 2013-2014 School Calendar. 98 

 99 

Sub-Committee 100 
Joseph Zieff shared Student Council has wrapped up Homecoming - A success with Saturday and Sunday 101 

decorating.  Also, they made a card and collected monetary donations for Shaun Stojak and family (past 102 

Student Council President).  On the soccer front, the Varsity Boys beat the Vineyard, a great victory and 103 

are they are now in the throws of playoffs.  They have qualified for the Semi-Finals which will be held at a 104 

neutral location. 105 

 106 
Jenn Iller noted the Distinguished Young Woman program last weekend at which Julia Newman was 107 

crowned this year’s winner.  She noted how proud she was of each of the participants. 108 

 109 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa 110 

Murphy and the motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 111 

 112 

Meeting adjourned at 7:03 PM 113 

Respectfully submitted, 114 

Logan M. O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  115 


